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HOME 
AGAIN

A former resident of  
Whidbey Island realizes  

a dream by making  
a family property his own.

 W R I T T E N  BY  L AU R A  F E N TO N 

P H OTO G R A P H Y  BY  J U L I E  S O E F E R
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hen the property 
became available, it 
was so emotional,” 
says the owner of a 
newly built Whidbey 
Island abode. “I 
thought, ‘This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime 

chance to get this place that we love.’ ” Situated 
on the west coast of the island, the land had once 
belonged to the homeowner’s family. He and his 
wife hadn’t exactly planned on buying a house in 
the Pacific Northwest, but “for many years, we’d had 
the romantic notion that we’d have a home in that 
part of the world—someday,” the husband explains. 
Determined to avoid regrets, they purchased the  
2 ½-acre property, and a project was born.

At first, the couple thought they might remodel 
the existing structure, but as they explored their 
options with architect Eric Terry, it quickly 
became clear that it would make more sense 
to start from scratch. The couple wanted the 
new house to fit into the vernacular of Pacific 
Northwest architecture with traditional forms 
but also feel fresh and modern. They imagined 
something low maintenance and with just a single 
story to suit seasonal usage and their stage in life 
as they reached retirement age. To that end, Terry 
selected materials that could stand up to the site’s 
sometimes harsh conditions of rain, wind and salt 
air—a metal roof and windows, and concrete and 
composite siding.

However, when Terry came back to the clients 
with his plans, they hesitated. Something didn’t 
feel quite right, so they temporarily tabled 
the project. Back at their primary residence 
in Texas, the couple was downsizing, and “it 
tweaked our sensibilities about what we really 
needed,” the husband says. Along with Terry, 
they decided to embark in a new direction, 
creating a more intimate space that would be 
sympathetic to the site—not only did the floor 
plan shrink, but the siting was reconsidered. 
By flipping the orientation of the dwelling and 
pulling it back from the bluff, the primary suite 

is now tucked into the privacy of the trees and 
the views are greatly improved. 

With the couple’s approval of this new concept, 
Terry redrew the plans for a two-bedroom home 
and separate guest cottage. The owners then 
brought in Linda Eyles, an interior designer 
they had worked with on a previous project, and 
general contractor Donald Heggenes, who had 
been recommended by local friends. With the 
design team in place, they refined the layout 
further. “The house is really settled into the site,” 
Terry explains. “We worked hard to find that 
magic floor elevation on this sloping lot.”

For the interiors, Eyles took inspiration 
from the landscape and her knowledge of the 
couple’s aesthetic sensibilities. “The palette was 
influenced by what we could see outside,” Eyles 
notes. The home’s colors and stone surfaces 
all look like they could have been found on the 
beach below. In fact, the wife brought Eyles a 
pebble from Whidbey that the designer kept on 
her desk throughout the process. The challenge 
was to bring warmth into the spaces while 
maintaining their minimal character. “They 
appreciate a more contemporary aesthetic, 
but they also like it to be soft—a comfortable 
modern,” the designer explains.

Unlike some clients building a second residence 
in a distant state, the couple was very involved in 
every aspect of the design process, participating 
in weekly calls with the team. “They knew the 
right questions to ask,” Heggenes says. That 
extra attention shows in the details of the final 
house, like the precisely aligned lighting in the 
wood panels of the ceiling as well as cabinetry 
that comes together elegantly with the walls. 
“It’s a really well put together space,” the general 
contractor adds.

Building a home together proved to be a 
rewarding process for the couple, but more 
importantly, the return to Whidbey Island 
brought them a special joy. “When my husband  
is on the island, I see all his stress melt away,”  
the wife says. “When he looks out at the water,  
I see his happiness.” 

Painted in Benjamin Moore’s Jack Pine, the mudroom’s cabinetry is designed to contain and organize the gear 
for the family’s outdoor-focused lifestyle. The bench cushion is crafted with Tibet fabric by Clarence House.
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In the living room, a sofa and 
patterned armchair by Kravet 

along with an ottoman and swivel 
chair by Tomlinson encourage 

lounging. Visual Comfort lamps 
sit atop Lillian August tables. 
Underfoot is a Mark Inc. rug. 
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Right: Ribbed Ann Sacks tiles lend 
the kitchen a subtle pattern while 

white oak cabinets fabricated 
by Heggenes Construction Inc. 

add warmth. Designer Linda 
Eyles specified Zermat quartzite 
countertops and positioned the 

sink to overlook the water.

Opposite: Architect Eric Terry 
extended the cedar paneling 

from the exterior eaves into 
the dining room. Above the RH 

table and Kravet side chairs is a 
glass-and-cable chandelier Eyles 

designed with an eye toward 
preserving the view.
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Left: Eyles used Weitzner’s Riva 
wallcovering and moss-colored 
tile from Artistic Tile for the walls 
of the powder bath. Atop the 
quartzite vanity is a Stone Forest 
sink. The House of Rohl faucet 
and Hammerton Studio sconces 
add a touch of brass.

Opposite: Cozy vibes reign in 
the wife’s office thanks to a cork 
wallcovering by Holly Hunt. A 
chair by Kara Mann for McGuire 
pulls up to a built-in desk and 
cabinets coated in Benjamin 
Moore’s Bella Blue.
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Left: Jetta’s Cascata tub is sited 
to make the most of the lush 
view from the primary bathroom. 
Benjamin Moore’s Olympic 
Mountains on the walls and Mia 
marble floor tiles by Ann Sacks 
create a serene atmosphere.

Opposite: In the primary bedroom, 
a Kravet lounge chair and a floor 
lamp by Thomas O’Brien for Visual 
Comfort ensure that reading can 
continue after sunset. The Mark Inc. 
rug adds a vibrant dose of color.
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